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among several statistical methods, we adopted systematic stratified
sampling. This method excludes the risk of missing or hitting every
single example in equal grids and ensures an unbiased set of samples,
more evenly distributed over the whole site.

The size and form of gathering units can be selected arbitrary or
based on problems which archacologist attempt to solve them.
Considering  the  above-mentioned  observations.  statistical
interpretation of cultural finds of the Persepolis fortifications in
proportion to each other comprise the statistical purpose of this study.

Many histograms and charts enrich this article, which highly
facilitates reading of the text. Indeed, each variation such as temper
agent, degree of firing, color, manufacturing techniques and etc. is
treated in an isolated single chart.

Excavation at Persepolis: Archaeological Report on a
Part of Dredging Operation in the Canals of Persepolis
i Platform

Ali Reza Askari Chaverdi
In the winter of 2003 the authorities of Parsa-Pasargadae Rescarch
Foundation with Persepolis Technical Office decided to dredge a pant
of canals of the platform, which funded by the National Treasury of
Water Organization. This was accomplished with the aim of financial
support of other state organization of Iranian cultural heritage.
Persepolis platform canals were a system to carry away surplus
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water [rom the roof of the buildings, and sewage to the outer part of
the platform.

In 1931-1934, a major part of the canal system was excavated by E.
Herzfeld, who has not provided us with a report of the manner in
which he worked on the canals. However., considering the plan of the
buildings which shows the canals around Apadana palace, Tachra, and
Haramsara as well as daily report of archaeology representative of
Iran, one can find that the drainage system of the central, northern, and
western part of the platform had has been excavated by Herzfeld.

Schmidt, an American archaeologist that won the permission to work
on the Persepolis platform, in his report made a fleeting reference to
the excavation of the canals. He states about his excavation at parts
such as canals in the Treasury building and fortification of eastern
edge of the Treasury building.

Because of the fact that after rainfalls surplus water remains on the
platform, which can cause destroying effects on the stone monuments
through a physical process, it is of outmost importance o carry away
surplus water through a series of canals. This was accomplished by
Chicago University and then continued by Iranian authorities at
Persepolis.

In his 12 years of directorship on the Persepolis complex, Ali Sami

The location of excavation

al Persepolis: grade

Gl 6-4




launched a dredging operation on a part of canals. Judging by words of
retired workers of Persepolis, Sami's excavations have had been
focused on the canals of southeast of the platform along the eastern
edge of the Treasury building. Accordingly, this operation was
probably a long-term plan. which halted for several reasons in last
decades.

Now, Parsa-Pasargadae Foundation has been started again to work on the
canal system.

This year, we had the good fortune to clear some 600 meters of the
canals, which had been filled by mud and silt during last decades.

In last season, our dredging operation was focused mostly between
the eastern part of 100 columns hall and Treasury building. We also
started to work on a small part of the canals in northern edge of 100
columns hall, where a building known as unfinished gateway is
located. This works, however, remained unfinished and shall continue
next season. Obviously, all finds during the operation has been
recorded with great precision. Except for potsherds nothing of value
Come From the canals. This article is a detailed report and an analysis
of potsherds, which included quantitative and qualitative description

of all shards systematically.
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4. 7.5 YR: Reddish Yellow 7458,
5. 25 YR: Reddish Brown 5/4.
6, [0 R: light Red 6/8

7.5 YR: Pink &/3,

8, 2.5 YR: Reddish Brown 544,
9. 2.5 Y: Light Gery 7/1.

10, 2.5 Y: Pale Yellow 8/3,

11, 25 Y;: Gery 6/1.

12, 7.5: Light Brown 6/4.
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