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Herodotus already attests to the free borrowing of
different traditions by the Persians. Furthermore,
by placing the Persians between the Indic and their
Iranian horizon, one may hazard a guess as to the
religious tradition of Cyrus the Great and his peo-

ple.

Excavations at the Persepolis Drainage
System
Alireza Askari Chaverdi

In its heyday, the Persepolis palatial complex
boasted an extensive drainage system and network
of canals to carry the waste water from the roofs of
building and the sewage away from of the platform.

Once the site was abandoned the drainage sys-
tem was filled with debris and thus rendered use-
less. Because of the fact that rainfall on the plat-
form and the accumulating water can cause much
damage to the stone monuments if not carried out
of the complex, with the beginning of excavations
at the site in the 1930s, it was soon realized that
clearing the drainage system is of outmost impor-
tance. The process of excavations at the Persepolis
drainage system was thus begun by the Oriental
Institute expedition and then continued by Iranian
archaeologists.

Between 1931 and 1934, a lﬁajﬂr part of the
drainage system was excavated by Ernst Herzfeld.
Although Herzfeld never published a detailed re-
port on his excavations in the canals, with the
help of the maps depicting the canals around the
Apadana, Tachra, and Haram buildings, as well as

Tranian Journal of Archacology and History Vol, 21, No. 1 4

daily reports left behind by Iranian representatives
on his excavations, one can infer that his work was
concentrated on the drainage system in the central,
northern, and western part of the platform.

Erich F. Schmidt, who succeeded Herzfeld as
the director of Persepolis excavations from 1934 to
1939, only makes brief and sporadic references to
his excavations of canals in his otherwise compre-
hensive reports. In his twelve years of directorship
of the Persepolis complex, Ali Sami launched a ma-
jor operation on parts of the drainage system. Judg-
ing from accounts by retired workers at Persepolis,
Sami’s excavations were focused on the canals at
southeast of the platform along the eastern edge of
the Treasury building.

Work on the drainage system at Persepolis was
picked up by Parsa-Pasargade Research Foundation
some 50 years later. In the first season in 2004,
about 600 meters of the underground canals, filled
by mudbrick collapse and silt, was cleared.

As for the drainage system. previous excava-
tions had managed to clear out almost all of the
system except for the southeast corner of the Trea-
sury. So, In our second season, we excavated the last
47 meters of the drainage, succeeding in exposing
the outlet of the canal system in the southeast cor-
ner of the platform about 7 m beneath the current
surface.

Therefore, we can now gleefully announce that
the excavations of the Persepolis drainage system
has finally come to a closure in 2005, some 75 years
after the onset of the work.
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Fig. 9. The cross-section of the drainage system is 4Tm long, 8m from the southern wall of the Treasury to the

conduit.
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Fig. 10. The interior plan of the drainage system in the SE corner of the terrace. Ground plan and vertical

profile (renderings by M. Rahimi)
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