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New Data for an Updated Archaeological Sequence
of Parsa/Persepolis

ALIREZA ASKARI CHAVERDI

1. Introduction

Parsa/Persepolis, the ancient city located in the province of Fars, south-western Iran,
is best known as a showcase of Achaemenid palatial architecture, but recent studies
have applied a new approach, with more attention to archaeological investigation of
the surrounding urbanism and material culture. The ancient site of Parsa (plate 1, Fig.1),
according to World Heritage, measures more than 17,000 ha (marked by the red line),
with a 6,000 ha buffer zone (marked by the blue line). These extensive areas include
several monuments: the royal area includes the elevated terrace (Takht-e Jamshid),
which separates into the large-scale, public northern area and the more private south-
ern area. The site of Parsa also includes three tombs and fortifications on Mount Mehr,
above the site. In the plain, we have the sites of Persepolis West, South Persepolis,
Takht-e Gohar, Nagsh-e Rostam, and Kuh-e Hossein; the Firuzi area; and the medi-
eval city of Istakhr (plate 2, Fig. 2). This is a complex array of archaeological sites com-
prising different phases of settlement that, except for Istakhr, were all formed in the
Achaemenid period. The recognition of sub-phases within the Achaemenid period is
crucial to the analytical understanding of Parsa. A detailed archaeological stratigraphy
the site provides a new view of the Achaemenid period, with early, mature, and late
phases, followed by a sequence of post-Achaemenid phases. Our project aims to estab-
lish the Achaemenid settlement sequence in this area by interpreting the function and
chronology of the various sites that are now known in the wider landscape.

‘From Palace to Town' is the name of the project of field work in Persepolis that
was started in 2008 by the Iranian-Italian Joint Archaeological Mission, co-directed by
Pierfrancesco Callieri and myself. It includes both archaeologyand conservation work.
As the project’s name suggests, the focus of the work has shifted from the “palaces’ of
the imperial “Terrace’, which had attracted the exclusive attention of archaeologists in
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